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to influence; not on any account to rule. The moment you try to do
that, to exercise pressure on a man, trusting to the ascendancy and
power over him given by your tears or your weakness, you commit
the most grave and unpardonable fault. With my hand on my con-
science I assure you that there is no right, divine or human, which
obliges you to impose anything on a man, even in the matter of
religion.1

Dear innocent Don Fernando! A woman not to influence a
man in the matter of religion? No wonder the Spanish Church
fell foul of him, for he was depriving it of one of its most subtle
and effective instruments. Yet he persisted in his error. He
founded a Ladies' Athenaeum, a school for teachers, and (in
1873) an Association for Women's Education which still exists.
He died in 1874, having devoted his latest energies to the
abolition of slavery in Cuba.

The ladies whom he sought to educate were puzzled,
fluttered. The austere intellectual, to whom learning seemed to
offer so vast a firmament for the flight of the spirit, had fallen
into the misfortune of attempting to analyse dogma, and was
sinking into the pit of doubt. Though gifted by God with an
upright and impartial spirit, he had not succeeded in finding
light or consolation to bring him to tranquillity; neither in the
Confessions of St Augustine, nor in the Imitation of Christ nor in
the Spiritual Combat of Scaramelli, nor in the Introduction a la
vie devote of St Francis de Sales. So he had withdrawn from the
Church of Rome, though he declared in his will that he had
always observed the vows which he had taken on being ordained
priest. And this man was the founder of the School for Teachers,
and the Association for the Education of Women, the corner-
stone of feminism in Spain in the nineteenth century! How
inscrutable are the ways of Providence!a

The apostolic founder of the Association for the Education of
Women does indeed represent a beginning of the new spirit in
the Spanish universities, one that was apparently extinguished at
the restoration of 1875, but which continued to glow un-
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